20-Minute Oratorical Speech Rubric
Student: __________________________________
Topic: ___________________________________
	Overall 
	Engagement
	Structure
	Presentation

	Excellent


	· There is a clear and interesting throughline in the speech with a consistent thesis keeping us focused on the idea wanting to be spread. 

· The speaker connects in a meaningful way with the audience by sharing a personal story or experience which links to the topic. 

· The speech is inspiring to the audience while the speaker is also passionate and knowledgeable about the topic. 

	· Hooks are used throughout the speech consistently to keep the attention of the audience.
· The introduction is well developed and it sets the groundwork for the rest of the speech. 
· The closing is well developed and it ends the speech effectively. 

· The speech is between 18 and 22 minutes.

	· Speaker’s voice is consistently clear and understandable, and has a controlled pace that is appropriate to whatever is being talked about. 
· Speaker presents the entire speech, making consistent eye contact throughout, does not read speech.
· Speaker uses body language that conveys the appropriate feeling of the speech. 


	Good


	· There is a throughline in the speech with a thesis, but not always consistently mentioned causing audience to lose focus of the idea being spread. 
· The speaker shares a personal story or experience which links to the topic but does not connect with its meaning.

· The speech is inspiring to the audience but the speaker doesn’t show enough passion and knowledge about the topic. 

	· Hooks are used throughout the speech but not consistently or they do not connect to the throughline. 
· An introduction is used but it does not set up the rest of the speech very well. 

· A closing is used but does not end as effectively as it could. 

· The speech is less than 18 minutes or more than 22 by just a minute or two.


	· Speaker’s voice is clear and understandable for the most part, although either occasionally mutters or the pace is not consistently appropriate to whatever is being talked about. 
· Speaker presents the speech most of the time, making eye contact, but there are times when it is read and the speaker is looking down.
· Speaker most times shows body language that conveys the appropriate feeling of the speech. 



	Needs

Improvement


	· There is not a clear and/or interesting throughline in the speech, causing it to jump around and lack focus, making the audience unsure of the idea trying to be spread. 

· The speaker does not share a personal story or experience or it does not links to the topic. 

· The speech lacks inspiration or is delivered without much passion and knowledge about the topic. 

	· Hooks are not used or used seldomly throughout the speech.

· An introduction is barely used or is not used, failing to set up the rest of the speech. 
· A closing is barely used or is not used, causing the ending to just peter out. 

· The speech is less than 18 minutes or more than 22 by several minutes.


	· Speaker’s voice is not clear and/or understandable, either muttering often or not having a controlled pace that is appropriate to whatever is being talked about. 
· Speaker reads the speech most of the time, looking down a lot and not making eye contact.

· Speaker doesn’t use much body language to convey the appropriate feeling of the speech. 



